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T  is  agreed,  I  think,  on  all 
hands,  that  the  gaining  and 
preferving  the  friendship  of 
the  Indians  to  the  Britijh 
intereft,  is  of  no  fmall  im¬ 
portance  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain ,  as 
well  as  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  thefe 
colonies :  and  as  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
body,  that  has,  as  yet,  attempted  to  put 
this  matter  in  a  proper  light,  1  Aral!,  with 
great  fubmifiion,  humbly  offer  my  fenti- 
ments,  in  hopes  they  may  induce  fome 
abler  hand  to  undertake  the  tafk. 


When  the  firfl  Ship  arrived  here  from  Eu¬ 
rope ,  the  Indians ,  it  is  faid,  were  fo  well 
pleafed,  that  they  would  have  her  tied  to 
a  tree,  in  order  the  better  to  fecure  her ; 
but  as  cables  were  fubiedl  to  rot,  they 
would  have  it  an  iron  chain,  and  this  to  be 
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continued  into  the  Indian  countries,  that 
they  might  be  the  better  able  to  keep  their 
part  Oi  it  clear  from  ruft,  as  we  were  to 
keep  our  part.  If  the  Indians  were  in  dif- 
trefs  or  want,  the  call  was,  as  it  is  at  this 
day,  to  come  and  make  clean,  or  renew 
the  covenant  chain ;  and  the  Chriftians,  on 
their  part,  were  to  do  the  like  :  and  accord¬ 
ingly  we  have  affifted  them  in  their  wars 
and  wants,  and  they  have  affifted  us  in  our 
wars,  and  we  have  their  furrs. 


This  is  the  original  contract  and  treaty  of 
commerce  with  the  Five  Nations.  And  thus 
things  went  on  tolerably  well  forfome  years, 
’till  the  due  execution  of  this  treaty  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  a  number  of 
commiffioners,  moftly  Anglo-Butch  tra¬ 
ders  in  Indian  goods ;  who,  together  with 
a  tribe  ot  harpies  or  handlers,  their  relati¬ 
ons  and  underftrappers,  have  fo  abufed, 

1  defrauded,  and  deceived  thofe  poor,  inno¬ 

cent,  well  meaning  people,  that  this  treaty 
has  well-nigh  executed  itfclf ;  fo  that  at 
prefent  we  have  very  few  Indians  left  that 
are  fincerely  in  our  intereft,  or  that  can  be 
i  depended  upon.  The  fatal  confecjuences 

of  this  management  were  feverely  felt  in 
!  many 
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As  the  Britifli  parliament  Teems  at  this 
time  diipofed  to  take  thefe  colonies  under 
conhderation,  it  is  the  duty,  I  conceive,  of 

every 


(  3  ) 

ttiany  inftances  lad  war,  particularly  in  the 
cafe  of  Saragioga ,  Schenedtady,  &c.  which 
could  not  poffibly  have  happened  had  our 
Indians  been  ftncerely  our  friends.  And 
what  fatal  confequences  mud  attend  a  con¬ 
tinued  negledt  of  Indian  affairs;  more  e- 
fpecially  as  the  French ,  our  natural  ene¬ 
mies  and  competitors  in  every  corner  of 
the  world  where  we  have  any  concern,  are 
indefatigable  in  cultivating  the  friendlhip  of 
their  own  Indians,  and  by  all  means  and 
arts  in  their  power,  per  fas  &  nejas,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  feduce  thofe  in  the  Britij Z>  in- 

tered ;  is  apparent  to  the  meaned  capa¬ 
city.  Murders  and  defolation,  upon  the 

fird  breach,  is  one  certain  confequence; 
and  I  wilh  I  could  think  this  was  all. 


What  to  me  is  mod  furprizing,  that,  tho’ 
there  is  hardly  a  colony  upon  the  continent 
but  what  is  a  match  for  all  Canada  ;  yet, 
by  a  proper  management  of  their  Indians , 
they  keep  us  all,  both  in  time  of  peace  and 
war,  in  a  condant  dread  and  terror. 
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every  member  of  the  community  to  throw 
in  fuch  hints  as  he  conceives  may  be  of  ufe 
upon  this  occafion ;  and  it  is  to  be  hop’d 
there  are  thofe  amongft  us  of  capacity,  lei- 
fure  and  publick  fpirit,  fufficient  to  mode! 
them  into  a  proper  fhape,  for  the  perufal 
of  that  auguft  affembly.  An  honeft  detail 
of  fads,  and  a  fair  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  fubjed,  is  all  that  I  {hall  endeavour 
at,  at  prefent.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
the  government  at  home  would  affift  us 
effedually,  were  our  fituation  and  circum- 
fiances  but  perfedly  known  to  them,  and 
proper  methods  propofed ;  becaul'e  it  is 
really  their  inter  eft. 


I  do  not  mean  here  to  put  the  crown 
and  the  people  of  England  to  any  great 
expence  about  us,  further  than  that  of  one 
fingle  officer,  as  fuperintendant  of  the 
whole,  who  may  have  no  connedion 
either  with  the  trade  or  people  or  the 
country  ;  and  fome  artillery.  The  crown 
already  has  expended  many  and  great  fums 
to  make  us  what  we  are ;  and  the  people 
of  England  are  already  fufficiently  loaded 
with  taxes ;  whereas  we  hardly  know  what 
they  mean.  The  colonies  therefore,  joint- 
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ly,  it  is  to  be  hop’d,  will  willingly  contri¬ 
bute  towards  whatever  expence  may  attend 
a  proper  regulation  of  our  trade  and  fron¬ 
tiers  ;  if  not  willingly,  let  us  not  defpair 
but  that  a  Brit  ip  parliament  will  oblige 
them.  It  is  high  time  we  fhould  look  to 
our  own  fecurity,  and  moil  unnatural  to 
expedl  that  we  fhould  hang  for  ever  upon 
the  breads  of  our  mother-country:  we  are 
diffidently  able,  and  mud  be  made,  fome 
of  us  I  doubt  at  lead,  willing.  Whatever 
pretences  may  be  made,  it  is  abiolutely 
true,  that  the  prefervation  or  the  whole  con¬ 
tinent  depends  upon  a  proper  regulation 
of  the  Six  Nations ,  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
frontiers  of  New  York ,  both  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  fouthward.  I  thereiore,  with 
great  fubmiffion,  propofe. 

That  a  good  drong  fort  be  built  at  the 
Wood-Creek,  or  near  it;  it  ought  to  be  a  re¬ 
gular  fortification,  becaufe  it  is  not  impof- 
fible  to  bring  great  guns  againd  it  from 
Crown-Point ,  from  whence  they  pour  in 
their  parties  upon  us  in  time  of  war.  :  Here 
let  there  be  a  magazine  of  all  kinds  of 
warlike  dorei>,  both  offenfive  and  defendve,  , 

with  fnow-fhoes,  (mail  hatchets,  &c.  This 

will 
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will  in  a  great  meafure  prated  the  country,' 
wild  fiom  thence  a  deicent  upon  Canada 
may  be  very  pradicable. 

That  tins  101 1  be  able  to  contain  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  in  time  of  war,  and  in  time  of 
peace  never  lefs  than  one  hundred. 

That  there  be  an  addition  of  two  inde¬ 
pendent  companies,  to  the  four  already  e* 
ftablifbed  here,  from  the  highlands  of  Scot¬ 
land  ;  the  wilder  the  better  for  a  common 
garrifon  there. 

That  all  the  lands  from  Fort-Nicholfcn  to 
Fort- Anne,  that  is,  all  the  lands  upon  the 
carrying-place  and  thofe  adjacent,  be  fet  a- 
part  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  Highlanders  only 
as  will  fettle  there,  and  to  be  properly  abid¬ 
ed  in  their  fettling  for  the  firft  two  or  three 
years.  To  each  man  and  his  wife  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres;  and  to  each  tingle  perfon,  man; 
woman,  or  child,  fifty  acres;  without  fee  or 
reward,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever. 

That  near  this  fort,  at  a  proper  diflance, 
there  be  ereded  a  fmall  block-houfe,  fufii- 
cient  for  thirty  Indians ,  to  be  kept  there  on 

con  flan  t 
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conftant  pay,  during  a  war ;  viz.  five,  from 
each  nation,  to  be  relieved  and  regulated  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  Six  Nations  themfelves 
think  moll  proper. 

That  a  number  of  commiffioners  from 
all  the  colonies  be  appointed  to  meet  yearly 
at  New  York  or  Albany ,  in  order  to  fix  their 
refpe&ive  quotas  for  the  general  expence, 
and  for  erefting  fuch  other  forts  and  block- 
houfes,  as  may  be  thought  neceffary. 

I  ' 

That  thofe  gentlemen,  jointly,  be  fully 
impowered  to  lay  out  lands,  (not  already 
granted)  molt  conveniently  fituated  for  a 
frontier.  And  as  it  feems  very  probable, 
that  we  fhall  very  foon  have  a  run  of  Ger- 
mans  this  way,  I  fihould  advife  the  laying 
out  of  thofe  lands  after  the  New  England 
manner,  in  townfhips  fufficient  for  fixty 
families  at  leaf  ;-to  be  granted  to  them  and 
their  heirs,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  clear 
ot  all  taxes  and  quit-rents,  for  ten  years  at 
leaf. 

That  in  each  townrhip  there  be  eredled 
a  good  ftrong .  church,  with  loop-holes, 
and  a  few  field-pieces,  which  may  ferve 

for 
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for  a  retreat  upon  occafion.  Or  rather,  let 
public  notices,  in  the  moft  authentic  man- 
nei>  bs  i^nt  abroad  to  the  Highlands  of 
See nand,  Tre  land ,  and  Ido  l land  where  thofe 
emigrant  Germans  have  their  agents ;  that 
upon  the  arrival  in  this  province  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  families,  not  under  thirty ;  which 
number,  fuppo/ing  five  to  a  family,  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  begin  any  fettlement,  and  as  many 
as  any  one  llfip  ihould  be  allowed  to  import 
at  a  time ;  each  perfon,  young  or  old,  lhall 
be  entitled  to  one  hundred  acres  of  good 
land,  granted  to  them  and  their  heirs,  with¬ 
out  fee,  or  any  other  incumbrance  of  taxes, 
or  quit-rent,  for  the  firft  ten  years.  Their 
palfages,  and  fome  fmall  additional  helps 
towards  their  fir  ft  fettling,  to  be  paid  by  the 
colonies  jointly ;  or  let  each  colony  have 
its  particular  colony  or  townflhip,  in  that 
country ;  provided  always,  that  thofe  lands 
be  laid  out  fo  as  to  form  a  barrier.  I 
would  not  have  thefe  townfhips  altogether 
Germans ,  but  alternate.  Philadelphia  may 
one  day  repent  the  vaft  importation  of  thofe 
people  amongft  them  ;  they  are  moft  of 
them  old  foldiers.  I  have  reafon  to  know 
fomething  of  their  fpirit,  having  had  fome 
hand  in  difarming  600  of  them  upon  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  a  mutiny  in  this  province  ;  and  it 
was  my  fortune  to  command  fome  of  them 
upon  the  expedition  againft  Canada  in  - 
1 71 1.  A  fociety  of  freemen,  abfoiutely  dis¬ 
claiming  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  at  the  fame 
time  encouraging  the  introduction  of  vaffc 
numbers  of  old  foldiers,  and  foreign  too, 
who  hardly  know  what  the  word  liber¬ 
ty  means,  is  a  contrail  which  they  only 
can  account  for. 

That  a  firing  of  block-houies,  be  erect¬ 
ed,  fo  as  to  make  the  communication,  or  an 
alarm  from  one  garrifon,  or  block-houfe, 
to  another,  eafy,  by  fmokes  properly  dif- 
pofed  in  the  day-time,  or  by  throwing  up 
a  number  of  rockets,  or  firing  great  guns 
in  the  night-time.  Such  an  expedient 
would  be  of  great  ufe  during  the  war,  as 
the  Indians  never  attack  but  by  furprize, 
and  would  greatly  difcourage  Indian  enemy- 
parties,  as  it  would  keep  our  own  garri- 
fons  upon  the  watch,  and  our  out-fcouts 
to  their  duty.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  im¬ 
practicable,  to  convey  an  alarm  from  Alba¬ 
ny  to  Nezv-York  in  one  night,  if  rockets 
or  great  guns  were  properly  difpofed  and 
attended.  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  example, 

C  a  party 
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a  party  or  French  and  Indians  abroad, 
which  feldom  happens  withont  being  dis¬ 
covered  by  fome  out-fcout  or  other  ;  upon 
difcovery,]  if  in  the  day-time,  let  there  be 
one  great  fmoke,  and  one  great  gun  fired  $ 
xvhich,  if  taken  up  by  the  other  garrifons, 
1  am  confident  that  party  would  hardly 
proceed.  In  order  to  difcover  what  courfe 
the  party  may  take,  let  there  be  three 
fmokes,  two  pretty  near  to  one  another,  and 
the  third  at  a  proper  diftance,  either  to  the 
eaftward  or  weftward,  &c.  which  will 
point  out  the  courfc  taken.  This  may  be 
improved . 


That  in  each  of  the  Six  Nations  there  be 
built  a  fort  of  fome  kind  or  other,  where, 
and  in  what  manner  that  particular  nation 
beft  approves  of. 

That  in  the  Onondago  country,  where 
their  general  councils  are  held,  and  the  ar¬ 
chives  of  the  SixNations  are  kept,  fomething 
more  than  common  be  erefted ;  this  will 
do  honour  to  the  Britiflo  nation,  and  great¬ 
ly  encourage  the  Indians ,  eipecially  in  time 
of  war,  while  their  old  men,  women,  and 
children  are  fecure  in  a  fort,  with  a  fmall 

party 
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party  of  chriftians,  their  excurfions  will  he 
more  free  and  frequent :  but  this  fecurity  I 
ought  to  be  left  altogether  to  their  own 
choice ;  whether,  by  eroding  one  fingle  ' 
fortification  for  the  retreat  of  the  whole, 
(the  Senecas  I  fhould  chufe,  being  a  fine 
country,  where  great  encouragement  ought 
to  be  given  to  fettlers,  and  where  the  Indi¬ 
ans  are  lefs  tainted  with  chriftian  vices);  or  _ 
whether  each  nation  fhould  have  their  pro¬ 
per  retreat  or  fecurity. 

What  has  hitherto  prevented  our  Indians 
in  their  excurfions  againft  the  enemy,  is,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  apprehenfions  of  having  their 
cattles  cut  off  in  their  abfence  ;  they  have 
been  often  threatened,  and  indeed  at  pre- 
fent  they  have  nothing  to  truft  to  but  their 
heels.  And  nothing,  in  my  humble  o- 
pinion,  has  prevented  the  attempt,  but  the 
refolutions  of  the  Cachnawages,  their  prin¬ 
ciple  fighters,  (but  deferters  from  our  Mo¬ 
hawks)  not  to  fpill  the  blood  of  their  rela¬ 
tions  and  countrymen.  And  the  fame  na¬ 
tural  affedion  has  prevented  our  Indians 
from  doing,  what  I  am  confident  they 
would  have  done,  had  they  been  fure  not 

to 
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to  have  met  with  their  friends  and  country¬ 
men  the  Cachnawages.  Proper  methods, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  taken  to  recover 
tnoie  Indians  ■  which,  I  conceive,  is  very 
far  from  impracticable. 

The  villainous  treatment  thofe  poor  peo¬ 
ple  have  met  with  at  vllbany ,  from  the 
Handlers,  was  the  original  caufe  of  that  de- 
fertion  ;  and  undoubtedly,  for  the  fame  rea- 
fons,  many  more  do  and  will  defert,  if 
proper  remedies  are  not  Ipeedily  applied. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  am  to  obferve  that, 
without  a  proper  regulation  of  the  trade, 
all  other  endeavours  to  gain  and  preferve 
the  frienalhip  of  the  Indians  will  avail 
but  little.  I  fhail  not  enter  further  into  a 
difcufhon  of  the  methods  hitherto  taken  * 
but  that  thofe  poor  Indians  have  for  ma¬ 
ny  years  been  under  the  direction  of  the 
people  of  Albany ,  whofe  intereft  it  was 
to  deceive  and  defraud  them  •  and  that  they 
have  been  deceived  and  defrauded  accor- 
dingiy,  is  notorious  •  inftances  in  abun¬ 
dance  might  be  produced,  but  they  are 
really  too  Blocking  to  relate.  But  that  I 
may  not  be  thought  to  talk  without  book, 

I  fhail 
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I  fhall  here  beg  leave  to  infert  the  pream¬ 
ble  to  an  adb  of  the  legiflature  here  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Indian  trade  at  Albany ,  13th 
Anne.  I  have  not  heard  of  an  adt  of  the 
kind  fince,  tho’  the  mifchief  has  been 
daily  increafing. 

<c  Whereas  great  endeavours  have  from 
cc  time  to  time  been  ufed  by  her  majefty’s 
“  governors  and  commanders  in  chief  of 
£i:  this  colony,  to  fettle  a  trade,  and  to 
“  have  commerce  with  fuch  Indian  na- 
“  tions  as  live  beyond  our  five  confede- 
tc  rated  nations ;  which,  in  'procefs  of  time, 
“  might  not  only  be  very  advantageous,  but 
“  alfo  of  great  lecurity  to  the  frontiers  of 
“  this  colony  at  or  near  Albany ,  in  time  of 
tc  war  ;  and  feveral  of  the  faid  Indians  being 
"  lately  come  to  the  city  of  Albany ,  in  or- 
“  der  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  there- 
£<  of  j  but  feveral  private  perfons,  not  re- 
<c  garding  the  fafety  of  this  colony,  but 
“  only  defigning  their  own  private  lucre, 
have,  and  do  daily,  ufe  many  indirect 
means  to  engrofs  the  trade  into  their 
“  hands,  by  their  contrivance  with  thofe 
<c  are  employed  by  the  faid  Indians 
to  carry  them  in  their  waggons  to  Alba- 
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tc  ny ;  and  having  once  gotten  the  peltry, 
beavers,  or  other  furs,  of  the  faid  In- 
*l  dians ,  in  their  pofleffion,  hinder  them 
“  to  make  the  befl  of  their  market,  to  the 
**  ruin  of  the  faid  trade,  and  the  alienation 
“  of  the  affeCtions  of  the  faid  Indians  from 
<l  this  colony  j  and  inflead  of  fecuring  the 
“  friendfhip  of  the  faid  Indians,  will,  if 
not  prevented,  caufe  them  to  be  our  ene- 
sc  mies,  &c.”  This  aCt  to  continue  for 
two  years. 

The  principles  to  be  laid  down  in  the 
management  of  our  Indians,  are,  firft,  by 
all  means  to  endeavour  to  under-fell  the 
French ;  and  the  next  is,  to  do  juftice  to 
the  Indians  in  thofe  fales.  For  which  rea- 
lon  I  fhould  advife,  that  this  trade,  inftead 
of  being  under  the  direction  of  the  people 
of  Albany,  who  are  molt  of  them,  if  not 
altogether,  traders,  or  handlers,  and  whofe 
intereft  it  is,  to  take  all  advantages  of  thofe 
poor  people,  and  that  with  impunity,  as 
they  have  no  body  to  complain  to,  the 
principal  directors  being  all  traders,  and  of 
courfe  Socti  Crunims ; 
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That  it  be  put  under  the  dire&ion  of  one 
fingle  perfon  of  capacity  and  integrity,  of 
his  majefty’s  appointment,  during  good 
behaviour,  with  a  handfome  allowance, 
in  the  nature  of  a  Superintendent  oj  Indian 
affairs^  with  full  powers  to  do  fummary 

juftice  upon  all  occafions. 

/  f. 

That  he  be  debarr’d  trading  direCtiy  or 
indirectly,  upon  the  fevercft  penalties. 

That  he  take  his  inflruCtions  from  the  so- 

O 

vernor  and  council ;  and  report  to  them,  at 
leaft  twice  a  year,  a  Hate  of  Indian  affairs, 
in  order  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty,  or 
the  board  of  trade. 

That  he  be  obliged  to  make  a  tour 
through  the  Six  Nations ,  once  a  year  at 
leaft,  with  a  proper  equipage,  and  fome 
fmall  prefents  for  the  chief  men ;  when 
and  where  he  may  receive  complaints, 
and  redrefs  grievances. 

Tn  order  to  fave  the  crown  the  expence  of 
fuch  an  officer,  I  ffiould  advife,  that  as 
there  are  two  furveyor  generals  of  the 
cuftoms  upon  this  continent,  at  an  allow¬ 
ance 
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ance  of  a  Guinea  a-day,  and  hxty  pounds 
Steal.  yeai  ly,  each  of  them,  for  a  clerk  j 
that  upon  the  demife  of  either,  that  of- 
be  fet  apart  for  this  ufe  :  one  iurveyor 
general  is  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
the  cuftoms  upon  this  continent ;  the  offi¬ 
cers  being  rather  in  the  nature  of  preven¬ 
tive  officers,  that  is,  their  chief  bufinefs  is 
to  prevent  any  European  goods  being  im¬ 
ported  from  any  part  but  from  Great - 
Britain  and  Ireland ,  and  to  prevent  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  any  of  the  enumerated  com¬ 
modities,  to  any  parts,  but  to  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  this,  I  fay,  is  the  chief  buhnefs  of 
the  officers  upon  this  continent }  and  the 
feveral  governors,  upon  their  admiffion  to 
their  governments,  are  obliged,  by  ad  of 
parliament,  to  take  an  oath  to  fee  this  du¬ 
ly  executed.  There  are  no  revenues  col¬ 
lected  by  the  offices  here,  nor  no  accounts 
worth  mentioning  to  comptroll.  From 
hence  I  conclude,  that  one  of  thofe  officers 
at  leafr,  may  be  very  well  fpared  for  the 
above  purpofe,  and  much  better  employed. 

That  ,  there  be  a  handfome  allowance 

i  .  * 

made  for  two  interpreters  at  leaft ;  one  in¬ 
deed  for  each  nation,  I  fhould  not  think 

too 
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too  much :  One  of  them  always  to  attend 
the  principal  officer. 

That  there  be  a  fmith  appointed  by  the 
principal  officer,  with  a  proper  allowance, 
in  each  nation,  with  two  apprentices,  in 
order  to  multiply  interpreters,  for  want  of 
which,  I  doubt,  we  have  often  been  milled  ; 
and  if  thofe  fmiths  were  obliged  to  teach 
one  or  two  Indian  youths  of  the  belt  capa¬ 
cities  to  read  and  write  Englijh.,  it  might 
be  of  great  uie,  as  nothing  is  io  much 
wanted  as  honed;  interpreters. 

That  every  perfon  employed  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  this  fervice,  be  prohibited  trading,  di¬ 
rectly  or  induedtiy,  under  fevere  penalties 
and  give  fecurity  for  the  due  execution  of 
his  duty ;  and  to  be  on  oath  obliged  to  re- 
prefent  every  grievance  he  conceives  the 
Indians  meet  with  from  the  traders.  As 
all  monopolies  are  the  bane  of  trade,  I 
would  have  this  open  and  free  for  ail  his 
majefty  s  lubjecls  j  by  this  means  a  number 
of  Bujh-lopers.  as  the  Dutch  call  them,  and 
the  French ,  who  are  indefatigable  in  this 
point,  Coureurs  de  hois ,  are  created  ;  a  fet  of 
men,  who,  from  their  acquaintance  with 
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the  woods  and  Indians ,  are  very  ufeful  up¬ 
on  many  occafions,  efpecially  in  time  of 
war. 

That  there  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  e- 
very  fmith,  or  agent  for  that  purpo k, Indian 
goods,  to  the  value  of  JT.  —  always  by 
them,  which  they  are  to  difpofe  of  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public,  according  to  invoices 
from  New  York,  fixing  the  prices  of  the 
goods,  as  well  as  of  the  furs  and  Heins,  and 
by  no  means  to  exact  further.  This  is  the 
method,  and  the  only  method,  I  humbly 
conceive,  by  which  we  can  underfel  the 
French  ;  and  will  be  a  means  to  regulate 
the  whole  Indian  trade  :  and  this  is  the 
method  taken  in  the  government  of  New 
England,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

By  an  adt  of  the  12  Geo.  it  is  enadted, 
<c  That  provifions,  cloathing,  &c.  fuitable 
“  for  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Indians, 
(C  not  exceeding  the  value  of  4000  /.  be  pro- 
<c  cured  at  the  coft  and  charge  of  the  pro- 
“  vince,  and  the  produce  applied  for  fupply- 
<c  ing  the  Indians ,  by  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
"  be  annually  chofcn,  Sic.  and  likewife  au- 
4t  nually  produce  fair  accounts  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  ; 
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**  ceedings ;  which  fupplies  {hall  be  lodged 
y  to  the  eaffward,  at,  &c. 

“  That  a  fuitable  perfon  be  chofen  annu- 
tc  ally  at  each  of  the  places  where  any  of 
£c  the  goods,  &c.  are  lodged,  which  truck- 
<c  mailers  fhall  be  under  oath,  and  give  fuf- 
<c  ficient  fecurity  for  the  faithful  difcharge 
“  of  that  trull,  and  fuch  inflrudtions  as 
“  they  fhall  receive  from  time  to  time : 

and  fliall  keep  fair  accounts  of  their  trade 
“  and  dealings  with  the  Indians  •  and  fhall. 
“  return  the  fame,  together  with  the  pro- 
“  duce,  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall 
“  be  appointed  to  fupply  them  with  goods. 
“  And  they  fhall  not  trade  with  the  Indi- 
<c  ans,  diredly  or  indiredly.  That  the 
“  truck-mailers  fell  to  the  Indians  st  the 
“  price  fet  in  the  invoices  lent  them  from 
“  time  to  time,  without  any  advance  there- 
“  on  ;  and  fhall  allow  the  Indians  for  their 

furs,  and  other  goods,  as  the  markets 
“  fhall  be  at  Bojion ,  according  to  the  la  tell 
“  advices  from  the  perfon  or  perfons  that 
“  fhall  fupply  them  for  the  fame  commo- 
“  dities  of  equal  goodnefs. 


<{  Rum 
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Rum  to  be  given  to  the  Indians  In  mo- 

c  derate  quantities  by  the  truck-mailers 
“  only. 

No  perfon  whatfoever,  other  than  the 
“  truck-mailers,  and  they  only  as  fuch, 
ilrah  oi  may  preiume  by  themfelves,  or 
any  other  for  them,  diredlly  or  indiretSl— 
“  ly,  to  fell,  truck,  barter,  or  exchange  to 
<c  any  Indian  or  Indians,  any  wares,  mer¬ 
chandizes,  or  proviiions,  within  iix  miles 
“  of  any  truck -houfe,  &c.  on  penalty  of 
<c  iorfeiting  50  /.  or  iix  months  imprifon- 

“  ment.” 

*  -•* 

F rom  this  I  have  only  to  obierve,  that 
had  our  Indian  trade  been  under  fuch  a  re¬ 
gulation,  or  indeed  any  regulation  at  all, 
we  ihould  have  lefs  to  apprehend  at  this 
day :  and,  that  it  is  high  time  to  make  a 
beginning. 

A  grand  fair  yearly  eilabliilicd  in  the  Six 
Hations ,  to  be  kept  alternately  ;  to  begin 
firil  in  the  Onondago  country,  the  next 
year  in  the  Seneca  country,  &c.  of  which 
all  the  nations,  fir  and  near,  may  have  due 
notice  5  and  where  the  fuper-intendant,  or 

infpedlor- 
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Snfpe&or-general  fhoald  always  attend, 
might  be  of  great  ufe :  and  the  prices  of 
goods  being  fixed  from  the  latefc  invoices 
from  New  York ,  it  would  be  a  great  induce¬ 
ment  to  the  far  nations  of  Indians ,  as  well 
as  our  own,  to  purchafe,  and  would  at  the 
fame  time  be  a  check  upon  the  handlers  at 
Ofwego ,  as  well  as  elfewhere.  One  effential 
article  in  our  trade  with  the  Indians ,  and  up¬ 
on  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  their  all  de¬ 
pends,  has  been  hitherto  much  negledted 
on  our  part ;  and  that  is,  from  us  they  have 
the  cheapeft  Englijh  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  of  courfe  the  word  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth  :  the  French  take  care  to  fupply 
them  with  what  is  really  good,  and  I  believe 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  we  can  afford  the  belt 
of  ours ;  by  which  means  I  doubt,  they 
will  ever  be  able  to  underfel  us  in  that  ef¬ 
fential  article,  unlefs  feme  effedtual  me¬ 
thods  are  fallen  upon  to  prevent  it;  fuch  as 
allowing  us  the  importation  of  a  quantity 
of  powder  for  that  purpofe  only  from  Hol¬ 
land  ;  the  traders  have  attempted  this  to 
their  cod.  The  French  purchafe  Indian 
goods  both  in  Holland  and  England  for  thofe 
very  Indians,  Why  might  not  we  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  importation  of  powder  and  arms 

from 


from  Holland  or  France  ?  Or  why  might 
we  not  manufacture  our  own  powder  in 
the  Mohawks  country,  where  ialtpetre  may 
be  had  in  abundance,  from  thole  valt  beds 
pigeon-dung  ?  In  fhort,  the  Indians 
mull  have  good  powder  and  arms  ;  and 
where  the  belt  is,  there  they  will  go  }  and, 
according  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  things, 
they  will  depend  upon  the  French  for  it. 
Could  we  get  the  better  of  this  one  article, 

all  that  attachment  and  intercourfe  our  In- 

\ 

dians  have  at  prefent  with  Canada ,  would, 
lam  confident,  foonbe  at  an  end. 

I  hat  inflead  of  fupporting  this  trade  by 
way  of  licence,  which  has  hitherto  been  but 
oddly  managed,  that  there  be  a  duty,  ap¬ 
plicable  only  to  Indian  affairs,  and  thrown 
into  the  joint  flock,  upon  all  Indian  goods 
exported  either  by  land  or  water  y  and 
likewife  upon  all  furs  and  fkins  imported, 
under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  bis  ma- 
jeflys  cujloms  :  thofe  appointed  hy  the  conn -  . 
try y  hance  generally  more  regard  to  their 
friends  than  their  duty.  This  has  been  for¬ 
merly  pradifcd  here,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
will  anfwer  every  purpofe  much  better. 
As  this  affair  will  create  a  yearly  expence, 

fuch 
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fuch  as  no  one  colony  can  well  bear,  let 
there  be  a  fcheme  prepared  for  each  colo¬ 
ny’s  paying  their  proportion.  Moll  certain 
it  is,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  that  if  ever 
New  Yorky  Albany ,  and  Hudfon’ s  river, 
fhould  get  into  other  hands,  every  other  co¬ 
lony  would  foon  follow  5  and  while  that  is 

fecure,  every  other  colony  is  fecure.  If  this 
is  true,  is  it  poffible  to  doubt  but  that  they 

will  readily  comply  ?  In  anfwer  to  that  trite 
objection,  viz.  as  we  have  all  the  trade 
we  ought  to  be  at  all  the  expence  :  in  God’s 
name  let  each  contributing  colony  have  its 
townfhip  upon  the  frontiers,  with  proper 
magazines,  and  one  or  more  trading  houfes, 
and  a  Hoop,  and  make  the  mod  of  it.. 


The 
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The  names  of  the  provinces  that  form  the 
republic  of  Holland ,  with  their  feveral 
rates  towards  the  yearly  expence  of  the 
government,  according  to  the  proportion 
of  100  guilders,  and  the  order  in  which 
their  deputies  to  the  States  General  vote, 
are  as  follows : 

Gull.  Sti.  Den, 
Guelderland ,  with  the'eo.  of  7 

Zutpben ,  -  1  ^ 

Holland,  v/lthWeft-Friefland,  7  „ 
or  North -Holland,  J  ^ 

Zealand,  -  9 

Utrecht,  -  -  5 

Trie  [land,  -  -  1 1 

Overyffel,  -  3 

Groningen,  with  the  Omlands,  5 


12 

6 

3 

16 


13 

1 1 
16 


2* 

8 

5 


2 

5 

— f.’ 
/  1 


IOO 


[This  may  ferve  for  a  model.\ 

Wc  have  been  at  an  infinite  expence  from 
the  beginning  of  times,  in  fortifying,  and  in 
prefents  to  the  Indians,  with  very  little  af- 
fiftance  from  our  neighbour  colonies;  a 
charge  which  we  are  hardly  able  to  bear, 
and  moft  unreafonable,  as  every  other  colo¬ 
ny 
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'  jfy  upon  the  continent  is,  in  Tome  degree 
or  other,  concerned  in  the  prefervation  of 
the  friendship  of  the  Indians ,  and  the  fe- 
curity  of  our  frontiers.  This,  however,  has 
been  but  palliating  matters,  and  doing  things 
by  halves :  Whenever  the  colonies  think 
fit  to  join,  Indian  affairs  will  wear  quite  an¬ 
other  afpedt.  The  very  name  of  fuch  a 
confederacy  will  greatly  encourage  our  In¬ 
dians ,  and  Strike  terror  into  the  French,  and 
be  a  means  to  prevent  their  unfupportable 
incroachments,  which  they  daily  make  with 
impunity  and  infult  j  and  this  is  what  they 
have  long  dreaded. 

A  long  feries  of  ill  ufage  from  the  traders, 
has  given  the  Indians  but  a  very  indifferent 
opinion  of  our  morals ;  and  of  late,  from 
!  the  feveral  abortive  expeditions,  they  be¬ 
gin,  I  doubt,  to  fufpedt  our  courage ;  than 
which,  nothing  can  more  affedt  our  intered: 
with  them.  They  of  themfelves  are  honed-, 
fuch  at  leaft  as  have  not  been  debauched 
by  the  Chridians,  and  brave  in  their  way, 
and  defpife  knaves  and  cowards.  It  will, 
therefore,  require  fome  addrefs,  and  not  a 
little  expence  to  recover  our  charadter. 
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If  all  this  is  to  no  purpofe,  and  that  they 
will  (till  iland  out;  let  us  not,  I  fay,  defpair 
but  that,  upon  a  proper  reprefentation  to  his 
majdly,  of  the  ablolute  impoffibility  for 
this  colony,  alone,  to  be  at  the  expence  of 
putting  and  keeping  Indian  affairs  upon  fuch 
a  footing  as  they  really  ought  to  be,  his 
majefty,  from  his  wonted  goodnefs,  will, 
undoubtedly,  not  only  affift  us  himfelf,  but 
oblige  tire  other  colonies  to  aflift  us ;  in 
proof  of  which  paternal  care,  give  me  leave 
here  to  infert  fome  of  his  inftrudtions  to  our 
late  governor  Montgomerie ,  in  1727,  upon 
this  very  point. 

\ 

In jl  ruction  83.  1  Whereas  it  has  been 
c  thought  requifite,  that  the  general  fecuri- 
c  ty  of  our  plantations  upon  the  continent  of 
c  America  be  provided  for  by  a  contribu- 
i  tion,  in  proportion  to  the  refpeftive  abili- 
€  ties  of  each  plantation :  and  whereas  the 
c  northern  frontiers  of  the  province  of  New 
c  York ,  being  mod  expofed  to  an  enemy, 
4  do  require  an  extraordinary  charge  for 
(  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  forts  ne- 
e  ceifary  for  the  defence  thereof:  And 
‘  whereas  orders  were  given  by  King  Wil- 
'  Ham  the  third,  for  the  advancing/’.  500 

1  liar- 
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fterling,  towards  a  fort  in  the  OnondagO 
country,  and  of  2000  fterling  towards 
building  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenect¬ 
ady-,  and  likewife  by  letters  under  his  roy¬ 
al  fign  manual,  directed  to  the  governors 
of  divers  of  the  plantations,  to  recoin- 
:  mend  to  the  councils  and  general  aftem- 
:  blies  of  faid  plantations,  that  they  respec¬ 
tively  furnilh  a  proportionable  fum  towards 
:  the  fortifications  on  the  northern  frontiers 
>  of  our  faid  province  of  New  York ,  viz. 

R.  Ijland ,  and  Providence 
Plantations, 

Connecticut,  —  —  — ■ 

Penfylvania,  —  —  ■ 

Maryland, 

Virginia , 


Making  together  £.  2500  o  o 

c  And  whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to 
f  direct,  that  you  alfo  fignify  to  our  pro- 
‘  vince  of  Nova  Cafarea,  or  New-  Jerfey, 
c  that  the  fams  which  we  have  at  prefent 
c  thought  fit  to  be  contributed  by  them,  if 
‘  not  already  done,  in  proportion  to  what 
*  has  been  dire£ted3  to  be  fupplied  by  our 

f  other 
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4  other  plantations,  as  aforefaid,  are  £.  2tm 
‘  fterling  for  the  divifion  of  Eajl-New- 

*  Jerf£y :  and;C-  250  fterling  for  the  divifion 
4  of  JVejl-New~Jerfey :  you  are,  therefore, 

;  c  to  inform  yourfelf  what  has  been  done 
therein,  and  what  remains  further  to  be 

*  done,  and  to  fend  an  account  thereof  tor 
c  us,  and  to  our  commiflioners  for  trade  and 
4  plantations,  as  aforefaid, 

84/^.  4  And  you  are  alfo,  in  our  name, 
inftantly  to  recommend  to  our  council, 
and  the  general  aftembly  of  our  /aid  pro¬ 
vince  of  New~Yorky  that  they  exert  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  in  providing, 

*  without  delay,  what  further  /hall  be  re- 
4  quifite  for  preparing,  erecting  and  main- 
4  taining  of  fuch  forts  in  all  parts  of  that 

province,  as  you  and  they  /hall  agree 
4  upon. 

85/A  c  And  you  are  likewife  to  fignify 
4  to  our  faid  council,  and  the  faid  general 
aftembly,  that  for  further  encouragement, 
that  befides  the  contributions  to  be  made 
towards  the  railing  and  maintaining  of 

on  that  frontier,  as 
‘  aboyementioned,  it  is  our  will  and  plea- 

{  fure, 


m 
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c  fure,  in  cafe  the  laid  frontier  be  at  any 
‘  time  invaded  by  an  enemy,  the  neigh- 
‘  bouring  colonies  and  plantations  upon  the 
‘  continent  llnal  1  make  good,  in  men,  or 
1  money  in  lieu  thereof,  their  quota  of  af- 
‘  fiftance,  according  to  the  following  repan- 
{  tition,  viz. 

klr  -  '  *  i 


MajJ'achufrfts-Bay, 

Men, 

35° 

New-Hampfhire , 

40 

Rhode-IJland, . 

48 

Connecticut , 

1 2  Qf 

New -York, 

200 

EaJi-Jerfey, 

60 

V/eft- New-Jerfey. 

60 

Penfylvania, 

80 

Maryland , 

160 . 

Virginia, 

240 

Making  together 

j353 

c  Purfuant  whereunto  you  are,  as  occa- 
{  fion  requires,  to  call  for  the  fame ;  and  in 
f  cafe  of  any  invalion  upon  the  neighbour-* 

■  ing  plantations,  you  are,  upon  application 
f  °f  the  refpedtive  governors  thereof,  to  be 
f  aiding  aud  affiiling  to  them,  in  the  belt 

*  manner 
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s  manner  you  can  }  and  as  the  condition  of 
e  your  government  will  permit.’ 


As  to  this  inftruction,  his  maiefty,  I 
doubt,  has  not  been  thoroughly  informed, 
becaufe,  upon  an  invafion,  confidering  the 
diftance  and  dilatorinefs  of  affemblies,  the 
mifehief,  in  all  probability,  would  be  over 
before  we  could  have  any  affiftance.  I 
fhould,  therefore,  think  it  advifeable,  that 
thofe  proportions  be  immediately  detached 
to  the  frontiers,  upon  the  firft  news  of  a 
war ;  there  to  remain,  and  to  be  recruited 
during  the  war,  at  the  expence  of  the  faid 
colonies.  I  fhudder  to  think  what  would 
have  been  the  fate  of  Albany,  had  not 
thofe  troops,  defigned  againft  Canada,  been 
accidentally  there  ;  more  efpecially  as  the 
people  of  Albany,  at  that  time,  were  af¬ 
flicted  with  an  epidemical  diftemper,  which 
carried  off  great  numbers. 

From  hence  his  majefty’s  care  is  appa¬ 
rent  ;  and  why  thofe  inftructions  have  not 
been  hitherto  duly  obferved,  is  what  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine :  I  cannot, 
however,  help  thinking,  that,  from  up¬ 
wards  of  forty  years  observations  upon  the 

conduft 
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conduct  of  our  colony  affemblies,  and  the 
little  regard  paid  by  them  to  inftrudtions, 
if  it  is  left  altogether  to  them,  the  whole 
will  end  in  altercation  and  words.  By  the 
above  inflrudtions  it  appears  that  his  majefty 
is  fully  apprized  of  the  conferences  of 
leaving  this  colony  unguarded,  as  well  as 
of  its  inability  to  anfwer  his  moll  gracious 
intentions. 

I  fhould  therefore  advife,  that  the  quotas 
be  doubled,  which  they  can  now  very  well 
bear ;  and  both  the  Carolinas  added,  and 
the  whole  enforced  by  an  adt  of  the  Britijh 
legillature. 

In  that  cafe,  if  this  prefent  fcheme,  or 
fomething  like  it,  (as  I  am  very  far  from 
thinking,  but  that  it  will  admit  of  many 
improvements,  and  for  that  purpofe  it  is 
offered)  is  duly  executed,  I  will  venture  to 
prophecy,  that  in  20  years  the  whole  fur 
trade  will  be  in  Britijh  hands,  and  that  the 
fur  trade  company  in  Canada  will  fink,  upon 
which  the  very  being  of  that  country  depends. 

I  have  only  further,  with  great  fubmiffi- 
on,  to  advife,  that  the  meeting  of  the  In¬ 
dians 
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dians  be  alternate  ;  one  year  at  New-Tork 
which  will  add  but  very  little  to  the  ex- 
pence,  and  wheie  the  commiffioners  from 
thofe  contributing  colonies  may  more  con¬ 
veniently  attend,  and  where,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  the  Indians  may  receive  feme  better 
impreffions  of  our  people,  than  they  have 
hitherto  done  at  Albany  •  the  next  year  any 
jvhere,  but  at  Albany  or  Schenedlady :  That 
the  prefents  made  upon  thofe  occafions,  as 
foon  as  viewed,  and  divided  by  the  particu¬ 
lar  nations,  be  packed  up  again,  in  fuch 
manner,  as  may  make  the  carriage  the  ea- 
fieft,  of  which  they  themfelves  will  be  the 
belt  judges,  and  locked  up,  and  the  keys 
to  be  delivered  to  the  principal  Sachem  of 
each  nation,  and  not  to  be  opened  till  they 
arrive  in  their  own  country.  I  believe,  I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  thofe  prefents  made  them  upon 
thofe  folemn  occalions,  feldom  go  further 
than  Albany  or  Scheneblady ,  but  are  bought 
up  by  the  handlers  for  rum,  and  afterwards 
fold  to  them  when  fober,  at  a  dear  rate.  I 
would  propofc  this  method,  being  well  af- 
fured,  there  is  no  law  can  be  contrived,  or 
oath  framed,  to  bind  a  handler. 

much  for  our  Northern  frontiers .] 

As 


(  33  ) 

A  S  to  our  fouthern  frontiers,  the  city,  &c. 
”^-a-  I  mean  of  New  York,  let  thofe  be  al¬ 
together  under  the  direction,  and  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  colony  of  New  York  •  hoping 
withal,  his  majefty  will  be  gracioully  pleaf- 
ed  to  favour  us  with  a  fmall  detachment  of 
gunners,  and  one  engineer,  for  fome  time  at 
leaft,  together  with  fome  artillery  and  am- 
-  munition.  Large  Aims  have  been  expend¬ 
ed,  or  rather  fquandered  away  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  by  the  country,  to  very  little  pur- 
pofe. 

Let  there  be  two  batteries  ere  died  at  the 

•* 

Narrows ,  one  on  each  fide,  in  proper  places, 
and  with  bread- works  only  ;  any  fortifica¬ 
tions  there  may  fall  into  the  enemy  's  hands, 
and  have  bad  confequences.  Thefe  batte¬ 
ries  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  adjoining 
counties ;  that  on  the  eaft  fide,  under  the 
care  of  the  regiment  of  King's  county  ;  and 
that  on  the  weft  fide,  under  the  care  of  the 
regiment  of  Richmond  county. 

•  -  S  •  # 

Our  utmoft  endeavours  mu  ft  be5  in  the 
firft  place,  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  landing  ; 
and  alfo,  in  the  next  place,  to  prevent  a 
bombardment.  For  this  purpofe  it  may  be 

F  necefiary, 
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necdtary,  narrowly  to  view  the  coafl  below 
the  two  firft  batteries.  Should  an  enemy 
land  at  or  near  New  Utrecht ,  the  march  is 
eafy,  even  with  cannon,  from  thence  to  the 
ferry,  of  which  we  fhould  foon  feel  the  ef¬ 
fects.  Low  batteries,  as  I  would  have  all 
thole  to  be,  even  with  the  water  if  poffible, 

at  Red  or  Yellow  Hook ,  will  be  a  means  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  bombardment,  and  the  enemy’s  land¬ 
ing  upon  Long  ljland .  A  fmall  battery  up¬ 
on  Kennedy's  ljland  may  be  of  ufe.  Let 
th  ere  be  feveral  fmall  batteries  fixed  round 
Nutten  ljland,,  of  heavy  cannon,  and  it 
were  to  be  wilhed  they  were  all  fuch  ;  and 
one  fcrong  intrenchment  in  the  middle  for 

a  number  of  troons, 

▲ 


At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town,  a  good  batte¬ 
ry  will  be  neceflary,  as  well  as  feveral  along 
lludfon's  River. 


I  would  not  have  any  of  thofe  batteries 
exceed  five  guns ;  but  to  be  placed  the 
thicker.  Ships  generally  aim  at  one  batte¬ 
ry  at  a  time.  Belides,  it  is  impoffible  to 
know  where  a  fhip  may  lie.  In  this  cafea 
it  is  odds  but  fome  of  our  batteries  may  take 
her  up. 


Bread:- 
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Breaft-works  with  block-houfes,  inftead 
of  ftockadoes,  would  anfwer  all  purpofes 
much  better,  be  much  lefs  expence,  and 
-lalt  longer. 

As  to  the  fort,  and  the  lower  batteries,  they 
are  altogether  ill  ddigned,  and  as  badly  ex¬ 
ecuted.  But  as  our  late  engineer  has  re¬ 
ported  to  his  excellency,  the  failures  and 
the  improvements  that  may  be  made,  fo  as 
to  relift  any  hidden  attack,  to  that  I  refer. 

It  is  a  conltant  rule,  that  every  detached 
work,  however  inlignilicant  in  itfelf,  Ihould 
have  its  ammunition  at  hand,  to  be  come 
at  without  difficulty  or  danger;  one  hun¬ 
dred  weight  of  powder  to  each  gun. 

The  regiments  of  Suffolk,  Queen’s  and 
King's  counties,  Richmond  and  Wejlchejler , 
will  be  force  fufficient  to  defend  the  city* 
if  they  can  be  brought  together  with  regu¬ 
larity  and  certainty ;  to  which,  however, 
may  be  added,  the  militia  of  Connecticut 
and  Effex  county.  Let  all  the  other  coun¬ 
ties  bend  their  force  towards  the  frontiers. 


Beacons, 
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Beacons,  or  rather  fmokes,  in  the  clay- 
tune,  and  rockets  or  great  guns  in  the  night, 
for  this  purpofe,  will  be  abfolutcly  neceffa- 
^  y*  I ^  will  oc  no  great  diiiiculty  to  carry 
an  alarm  to  the  eaft  end  of  Long  Ifland ,  to 
Richmond  county  and  Wefichejler  at  the  fame 
time,  in  a  very  few  hours ;  upon  which, 
every  man  that  keeps  a  horfe,  ought  to  make 
the  bell  of  his  way  to  the  city,  and  not  to 
wait  forming  into  companies  till  they  arrive 
at  the  city  ;  where  I  will  fuppofe  the  co¬ 
lonel,  or  lieutenant  colonel,  to  be  forming 
them,  whilft  the  other,  who  may  have  full 
power  to  prefs  horfes,  is  bringing  up  the 
rear ;  where  tranfportation  is  neceffary,  the 
city  to  take  care  to  have  boats  at  the  pro¬ 
per  landings. 

During  a  war,  let  there  be  one  flout 
floop  of  war  provided  at  the  expence  of  the 
governments  of  Rhode  If  and ,  Connecticut, 
New  2  ork.  New  Jerfey,  and  Penfylvania  j 
one  other  at  the  expence  oh  North  and  South 
Car  oh  nag  Virginia  and  Maryland ;  and  one 
at  the  expence  of  the  MaJJ'achuffets,  New 
Hampjhire ,  Halifax ,  and  Nova  Scotia : 
which,  if  under  proper  regulations,  together 

with 
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with  the  flation  fliips,  will  be  fufficient  to 
protect  our  trade.  Give  me  leave  to  pro- 
phefy,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  we  lhall  fore- 
ly  repent  it,  if  timely  provifion  is  not  made 
again  ft  the  efforts  of  the  people  of  Cape 
Breton ,  and  upon  our  fettlements  from 
Crown  Point. 

If  thefe  things,  or  fomething  of  this  kind, 
perhaps  from  an  abler  hand,  be  duly  confi- 
dered  and  executed  during  the  calm  of  a 
peace,  we  fhall  have  little  to  apprehend 
from  an  enemy.  What  I  molt  apprehend 
is  the  old  proverb,  What’s  every  body’s  bufi- 
nefs  is  no  body’s  bufinefs.  But  let  thofe 
gentlemen,  I  mean  our  general  affemblies, 
with  whom  we  have  intrufted  the  care  of 
our  lives  and  liberties,  anfwer,  if  they  can, 
either  to  God  or  man,  a  negleft  of  their  du¬ 
ty,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance  to 
themfelves,  their  fellow- fubj efts  and  pofle- 
rity.  Dulce  ejl  pro  patria  mon ,  is  an  old 
Roman  maxim  ;  and  though  I  have  not  at 
prefent  any  thoughts  of  dying  for  my  coun¬ 
try,  yet  I  have  a  real  fatisfadtion  in  imagin¬ 
ing,  whether  in  reality  or  not  I  cannot  fay, 
that  I  have  pointed  out  fome  things,  which, 
if  obferved,  may  prevent  a  good  deal  of 

bloodfhed. 
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blood  tiled,  See,  of  which  I  wa (h  my  hands 

clear,  and  leave  it  at  the  doors  of  thofe 

whofe  proper  bufinefs  it  is  to  look  out  in 
time. 


The  author  of  the  foregoing  ESSAY, \  ha¬ 
ving  defir ed  the  printer  to  communicate  the 
manufeript  to  fome  of  the  mofl  judicious  of 
hs  friends ,  it  produced  the  following  letter 
from  one  of  them :  the  publijhing  whereof j 
we  think  y  needs  no  other  apology ,  viz. 

Philadelphia ,  March 
Dear  Mr  Parker,  20,1751. 

I  have,  as  you  delire,  read  the  manu¬ 
feript  you  fent  me,  and  am  of  opinion, 
with  the  publick-fpirited  author,  that  fe- 
curing  the  friendlhip  of  the  Indians  is  of 
the  greatell  confequence  to  thefe  colonies  j 
and  that  the  fureft  means  of  doing  it,  are, 
to  regulate  the  Indian  trade,  fo  as  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  by  experience,  that  they  may 
have  the  belt  and  cheapeft  goods,  and  the 
faireft  dealings  from  the  Englifj  j  and  to 

unite 
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unite  the  feveral  governments,  fo  as  to  form 
a  ftrength  that  the  Indians  may  depend  on 
for  protection,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with 
the  French-,  or  apprehend  great  danger 
from,  if  they  fhould  break  with  us. 

This  union  of  the  colonies,  however  ne- 
ceffary,  I  apprehend  is  not  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  means  that  have  hitherto  been 
ufed  for  that  purpofe.  A  governor  of  one 
colony,  who  happens  from  fome  circum- 
ffances  in  his  own  government,  to  fee  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  an  union,  writes  his  fenti- 
ments  of  the  matter  to  the  other  gover¬ 
nors,  and  defires  them  to  recommend  it  to 
their  refpedtive  affemblies,  They  accord¬ 
ingly  lay  the  letters  before  thofe  affemblies, 
and  perhaps  recommend  the  propofal  in  ge¬ 
neral  words.  But  governors  are  often  on  ill 
terms  with  their  affemblies,  and  feldom  are 
the  men  that  have  the  moil  influence  a- 
mong  them.  And  perhaps  fome  governors, 
though  they  openly  recommend  the  fcheme, 
may  privately  throw  cold  water  on  it,  as 
thinking  additional  public  charges  will 
make  their  people  lefs  able,  or  lefs  willing 
to  give  to  them.  Or  perhaps  they  do  not 
clearly  fee  the  neceffity  of  it,  and  therefore 

do 
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do  not  very  earneftly  prefs  the  confideration 
of  it :  and  no  one  being  prefen t  that  has 
the  atrair  at  heart  to  back  it,  to  anfwer  and 
remove  objections,  &c.  it  is  eafily  dropp’d, 
s  ar>d  nothing  is  done.  Such  an  union  is  cer— 
tainly  neceiTary  to  us  all,  but  more  immedi¬ 
ately  fo  to  our  government.  Now,  if  you 
were  to  pick  out  half  a  dozen  men  of  good 
underftanding  and  add  refs,  and  furnifh  them 
with  a  reafonable  fcheme  and  proper  in- 
ItruClions,  and  fend  them  in  the  nature  of 
ambaffadors  to  the  other  colonies,  where 
they  might  apply  particularly  to  all  the  lead- 
mg  men,  and  by  proper  management  get 
them  to  engage  in  promoting  the  fcheme ; 
where,  by  being  prefent,  they  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  preffing  the  affair  both 
in  public  and  private,  obviating  difficulties 
as  they  arife,  anfwering  objections  as  foon 
as  they  are  made,  before  they  fpread  and 
gather  ffrength  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
&c.  &c.  I  imagine  inch  an  union  might 
thereby  be  made  and  eftablifhed  :  for  rea¬ 
fonable  fenfible  men,  can  always  make  a  rea¬ 
fonable  fcheme  appear  fuch  to  other  rea¬ 
fonable  men,  if  they  take  pains,  and  have 
time  and  opportunity  for  it ;  unlefs  from 
fomc  circumftances  their  honefty  and  good 

intentions 
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Intentions  are  fufpedted.  A  voluntary  uni-s 
on  entered  into  by  the  colonies  themfelves* 
I  think,  would  be  preferable  to  one  impo- 
fed  by  parliament  3  for  it  would  be  perhaps 
not  much  more  difficult  to  procure,  and 
more  eafy  to  alter  and  improve,  as  circum- 
fiances  fhould  require,  and  experience  di- 
1‘edt.  It  would  be  a  very  firange  thing,  if 
Six  Nations  of  ignorant  favages  fhould  be 
capable  of  forming  a  fcheme  for  fuch  an  u- 
nion,  and  be  able  to  execute  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  it  has  fubfified  ages,  and 
appears  indiffoluble ;  and  yet  that  a  like  u- 
nion  fhould  be  impradticable  for  ten  or  a 
dozen  Englijh  colonies,  to  whom  it  is  more 
necefiary,  and  muft  be  more  advantageous  ; 
and  who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  want  an  e- 
qual  underfianding  of  their  interefts. 

Were  there  a  general  council  formed  by 
all  the  colonies^  and  a  general  governor  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  crown  to  precide  in  that 
council,  or  in  fome  manner  to  concur  with 
and  confirm  their  adts,  and  take  care  of  the 
execution ;  every  thing  relating  to  Indian 
affaiis  and  the  defence  of  the  colonies, 
might  be  properly  put  under  the  manage¬ 
ment,  Each  colony  fliould  be  reprefented 
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by  as  many  members  as  it  pays  fums  oF 
hundred  pounds  in  the  common  treafury 
for  the  common  expence  •  which  treafury 
would  perhaps  be  beft  and  mart  equitably 
iupply’d,  by  an  equal  excife  on  ftrong  li- 
quois  in  all  the  colonies,  the  produce  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  apply’d  to  the  private  ufe  of  any 
colony,  but  to  the  general  ferviee.  Per¬ 
haps  it  the  council  were  to  meet  fuccefiive- 
ty  the  capitals  of  the  feveral  colonies, 
they  might  thereby  become  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  circumftances,  interefts,  ftrength 
or  weaknefs,  &c.  of  all,  and  thence  be  able 
to  judge  better  of  meal  ores  propofed  from 
time  to  time  :  at  lead;  it  might  be  more  fa- 
tisfadfory  to  the  colonies,  it  this  were  pro¬ 
pofed  as  a  part  of  the  fcheme ;  for  a  pre¬ 
ference  might  create  jealoufy  anddiflike.* 

I  believe  the  place  mentioned  is  a  very 
fuitable  one  to  build  a  fort  on.  /  In  times  of 
peace,  parties  of  the  garrifons  of  all  fron¬ 
tier  forts  might  be  allowed  to  go  out  on 
hunting  expeditions,  with  or  without  Indi¬ 
ans,  and  have  the  profit  to  themfelves  of 
the  fikins  they  get:  by  this  means  a  num¬ 
ber  of  wood-runners  would  be  form’d, 
well  acquaintad  with  the  country,  and  of 
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great  ufe  in  the  war  time,  as  guides  of  par-i 
ties  and  fcouts,  &c.  Every  Indian  is  a 
hunter  •;  and  as  their  manner  of  making 
war,  viz.  by  fkulking,  furprizing  and  kil¬ 
ling  particular  perfons  and  families,  is  juft 
the  fame  as  their  hunting,  only  changing 
the  object,  every  Indian  is  a  difciplin’d  fol- 
dier.  Soldiers  of  this  kind  are  always  want¬ 
ed  in  the  colonies  in  an  Indian  war ;  for  the 
European  military  difcipline  is  of  little  ufe 
in  thefe  woods. 

Public  trading  houfes  would  certainly 
have  a  good  effedt  towards  regulating  the 
private  trade,  and  preventing  the  impofiti- 
ons  of  the  private  traders,  and  therefore 
fuch  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  fuitable  places 
all  along  the  frontiers ;  and  the  fuperinten- 
dant  of  the  trade,  propofed  by  the  author, 
would,  I  think,  be  a  ufeful  officer. 

The  obfervation  concerning  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Germans  in  too  great  numbers  into 
Penfylvania  is,  I  believe,  a  very  juft  one. 
This  will  in  a  few  years  become  a  German 
colony :  inftead  of  their  learning  our  lan- 
jpaage,  we  muft  learn  theirs,  or  live  as  in  a 
foreign  country.  Already  the  Englifh  begin 

to 
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to  quit  particular  neighbourhoods  fu'frouncM 

*  ~r 

cd  by  Dutch ,  being  made  uneafy  by  the  dif- 
agreeableiiefs  of  difonant  manners  j  and,  in 
time,  numbers  will  probably  quit  the  pro¬ 
vince  for  the  fame  reafon.  Befides,  the 
Dutch  under-live,  and  are  thereby  enabled 
to  under- work  and  underfel  the  Englijh  - 
who  are  thereby  extremely  incommoded* 
and  conlequently  difgufted,  fo  that  there 
can  be  no  cordial  affection  or  unity  between 
the  two  nations.  How  good  fubjeds  they 
may  make,  and  how  faithful  to  the  Britijh 
intereft,  is  a  queftion  worth  confidering. 
And,  in  my  opinion,  equal  numbers  might 
have  been  fpared  from  the  Britijh  iflandi 
without  being  milled  there,  and  on  proper 
encouragement  would  have  come  over.  I 
lay  without  being  milled,  perhaps  I  might 
fay  without  leftening  the  number  of  people 
at  home.  I  queftion  indeed,  whether  there 
be  a  man  the  lefs  in  Britain  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  colonies.  An  ifland  can 
fupport  but  a  certain  number  of  people : 
when  all  employments  are  full,  multitudes 
refrain  marriage,  till  they  can  fee  how  to 
maintain  a  family.  The  number  of  Eng- 
tijhmen  in  England,  cannot  by  their  prefent 
common  increale  be  doubled  in  a  thoufand 
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years ;  but  if  half  of  them  were  taken  away 
and  planted  in  America ,  where  there  is 
room  for  them  to  increafe,  and  fufficient 
employment  and  ftrbfi  fiance,  the  number  of 
Engliflmen  Would  be  doubled  in  i  oo  years ; 
for  thofe  left  at  home  would  multiply  in 
that  time  fo  as  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  and 
thofe  here  would  at  lead  keep  pace  with 
them. 

Every  one  mull  approve  the  propofal  of 
encouraging  a  number  of  fober  difcreet 
fmiths  to  refide  among  the  Indians .  They 
would  doubtlefs  be  of  great  fervice.  The 
whole  fubfiftance  of  Lilians  depends  on 
keeping  their  guns  in  order ;  and  if  they  are 
obliged  to  make  a  journey  of  two  or  three 
hundred  miles  to  an  Englijh  fettlement  to 
get  a  lock  mended,  it  may,  beiides  the 
trouble,  occafion  the  lofs  of  their  hunting 
feafon.  They  are  people  that  think  much 
of  their  temporal,  but  little  of  their  fpiri- 
tual  interefis  ;  and  therefore,  as  he  would 
be  a  moil  ufeful  and  neceflary  man  to  them, 
a  fronh  js  moie  likely  to  influence  them 
tnan  a  jefint  ;  provided  he  has  a  good  com¬ 
mon  underfianding,  and  is  from  time  to 
time  well  infirudted. 

I  tviflh 


I  wifh  I  could  offer  any  thing  for  the 
improvement  of  the  author’s  piece,  but  I 
have  little  knowledge,  and  lefs  experience 
in  thefe  matters.  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
printed ;  and  lliould  be  glad  to  fee  there 
were  a  more  general  communication  of  the 
fentiments  of  judicious  men,  on  fubjedts  fo 
generally  interefting  j  ,  it  would  certainly 
produce  good  effedts.  Pleafe  to  prefent  my 
refpedts  to  the  gentleman,  and  thank  him 
for  the  perufal  of  the  manufcript, 

J  am 

Yours  affectionately. 


FINIS, 
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